
  

  

               

 

 

 

  
 
 

  

  

  

     
  

  

                     

The origin of the luau is ancient and rooted in the 

nature of Hawaiian royalty and religion. The 

modern Maui luau began its formation in 1819 by 

King Kamehameha II . Before this famous feast, 

women and men did not share their meals together. 

Social and religious taboos had forbid this along 

with certain items to be eaten by women or men 

not of royalty. At this feast, King Kamehameha II  

symbolically banished these ancient customs by 

eating with women and his common subjects. The 

name ñLuauò came from the most popular dish at 

these feasts. Chicken and young tender leaves of 

taro were baked with coconut milk, which is still 

enjoyed today. As time went on, these feasts 

continued to flourish with many of the traditional 

Hawaiian customs still intact. All  of the dishes 

were enjoyed with ones fingers. Sitting on lauhala 

mats on the floor, large groups surrounded ti leaf 

covered tables adorned with large centerpieces 

decorated with flowers and other attractive and 

fragrant native flora. These tables would hold fish, 

meat, vegetables, fruits, and bowls of poi for the 

consumption of the Ali'i  and their subjects. 

Throughout the generations, Maui luaus became a 

part of life everyone looked forward to. The hula 

dance became a regular spectacle of entertainment 

as well as the introduction of Polynesian fire knife 

dancing..  

On the 50th birthday of the Merry Monarch, King 

Kalakaua, one of the biggest luaus to date took place 

with over 1500 guests. King Kamehameha III  may 

have beaten him in 1847 with an astounding number 

of guests and food. Serving 271 roasted pigs, 3,125 

salted fish, 2,245 coconuts, and 4,000 taro plants, he 

knew how to throw a party. Today, the modern luau 

continues to delight those who participate. Local 

residents enjoy the luau on two occasions in 

particular. The most common reason for a luau is the 

1st birthday of a child. Another is for a high school 

graduation. Visitors participate in luaus as well with 

more extravagant productions by the large resorts, 

which combine the traditional feast and hula with the 

dances of Polynesia 

 



   

      

      

 

  

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

    

        

  

 

  

 

 

Horace Heidt, Jr. Big Band 

 

 

 

                                                                                          

   

                                                                                    

 

 

  

For couples so eager to call it quits and 

throw in the towel on your relationships 

because everything isnôt ñperfectò...  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Here is some food for thought. Lifelong commitment 

is not what most people think it is. It's not waking up 

every morning to make breakfast and eat together. 

It's not cuddling in bed until both of you fall asleep, 

peacefully, at night. It's not a clean home filled with 

laughter and lovemaking, everyday. It's someone 

who steals all the covers (and snores!) . It's slammed 

doors and a few harsh words, at times. Itôs stubbornly 

disagreeing and giving each other the silent treatment 

until your hearts heal...and, then...FORGIVENESS! 

Itôs coming home to the same person, everyday, that 

you know LOVES and CARES about you in spite of 

(and because of) who you are. It's laughing about the 

one time you accidentally did something stupid. It's 

about dirty laundry and unmade beds WITHOUT 

finger pointing. It's about helping each other with the 

hard work of life!  It's about swallowing the nagging 

words instead of saying them out loud. It's about 

eating the cheapest and easiest meal you can make 

and sitting down together at a late hour to eat 

because you both had a crazy day. It's when you have 

an emotional breakdown and your Love lays with 

you and holds you and tells you everything is going 

to be okay...and you BELIEVE them. It's about still 

loving someone even though, sometimes, they make 

you absolutely insane. Loving someone is not 

easy....sometimes it's extremely hard; but it's amazing 

and comforting and one of the BEST things you'll 

ever experience! 

During the American Revolution, the legal separation of 

the Thirteen Colonies from Great Britain in 1776 actually 

occurred on July 2. The Second Continental 

Congress voted to approve a resolution of independence 

that had been proposed in June by Richard Henry 

Lee of  Virginia declaring the United States independent 

from Great Britain rule. After voting for independence, 

Congress turned its attention to the Declaration of 

Independence a statement explaining this decision, which 

had been prepared by a Committee of Five.  Thomas 

Jefferson was its principal author. Congress debated and 

revised the wording of the Declaration, finally approving 

it two days later on July 4. A day earlier John Adams had 

written to his wife Abigail that The second day of July, 

1776, will  be the most memorable epoch in the history of 

America. ñI am apt to believe that it will  be celebrated by 

succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival. 

It ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance, 

by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought to 

be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, 

games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, 

from one end of this continent to the other, from this time 

forward forever more.ò Adams's prediction was off by 

two days. From the outset, Americans celebrated 

independence on July 4, the date shown on the much-

publicized Declaration of Independence, rather than on 

July 2, the date the resolution of independence was 

approved in a closed session of Congress. Historians 

have long disputed whether members of Congress signed 

the Declaration of Independence on July 4, even though 

Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and Benjamin Franklin 

all later wrote that they had signed it on that day. Most 

historians have concluded that the Declaration was 

signed nearly a month after its adoption, on August 2, 

1776, and not on July 4 as is commonly believed. 

Coincidentally, both John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, 

the only signers of the Declaration of Independence later 

to serve as Presidents of the United States, died on the 

same day: July 4, 1826, which was the 50th anniversary 

of the Declaration. Although not a signer of the 

Declaration of Independence James Monroe, 

another Founding Father who was elected as President, 

also died on July 4, 1831. He was the third President who 

died on the anniversary of independence. Calvin 

Coolidge, the 30th President, was born on July 4, 1872; 

so far he is the only U.S. President to have been born on 

Independence Day. 

 

4 th  of July  



Talk of the town  

 
Remembering the Boston Tea Party 

 

By Horace Heidt Jr, 

We just celebrated the 4th of July the most important 

Holiday in our Nation.  We celebrate it because it is 

the day we declared our independence from the unfair 

regulations and taxes imposed on us by England.  Let 

us not forget why we declared our independence and 

especially letôs not repeat the mistakes of the past.  

Once again in California the uninformed are trying to 

take away our freedoms by over taxing us and 

interfering with our ability to provide housing for the 

citizens of this great State.  The next election in 

November has one ballot initiative that we all need to 

be aware of.  On Tuesday, November 6, 2018 vote: 

 

NO on the REPEAL OF COST-HAWKINS  

  

Hereôs why: 

 

COSTA HAWKINS:  

Costa Hawkins was designed to bring moderation and 

fairness to the arena of rent control in California.  

Costa Hawkins is a state law that sets some 

requirements for the 15 cities in California with rent 

controlðLos Angeles included. 

 

There are two main provisions: 

 

ÅIt protects a landlordôs right to raise the rent 

to market rate on a unit once a tenant moves 

out.  Raising the rent on vacant units allows 

landlords the incentive and necessary income 

to turnaround and refurbish empty apartments.  

Market rate keeps the rents down and 

consistent with the cost of living.  

ÅIt prevents cities from establishing rent 

controlðor capping rentðon units 

constructed after February 1995.  However it 

should be mentioned that market rate prohibits 

the landlord raising rents higher than what 

other landlords charge. 

 

LAôs main rent control law is the Rent 

Stabilization Ordinance, or RSO, passed in 1979. 

It restricts rent control to units built prior to 

October 1978, a date frozen in place by Costa 

Hawkins. The state bill also effectively prevents 

cities from updating ordinances in place at the time 

of its passage, so Los Angeles officials couldnôt 

expand rent control to newer buildings. 

 

The bill was adopted in 1995 to reign in rent 

control in five California cities, including Santa 

Monica and West Hollywood. Those five cities had 

whatôs called vacancy control, which is when a 

unitôs rent is capped even after a tenant moves out. 

 

Costa Hawkins was also a key part of a 2009 

court decision that struck down LAôs requirement 

that developers include affordable units in many 

new apartment buildings. The courts said that Los 

Angelesôs rules violated Costa Hawkins by 

mandating lower rents for newly constructed units. 

A bill  signed by Governor Jerry Brown in 

September, however, restores the ability of 

California cities to make developers include 

affordable units in new rental projects. 

 

Opponents of a repeal argue that Costa Hawkins 

puts sensible restrictions on local policies that 

affect the stateôs overall housing market. 

 

A 2016 report from the Legislative Analystôs 

Office found that expanding rent control ñlikely 

would discourage new constructionò by limiting 

the profitability of new rental housing. 

 

Opponents say this could exacerbate a statewide 

housing shortage and scare off developers 

worried about sudden policy changes in cities with 

rent control. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 
 

      

  

    

Whatôs Happening 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Opponents also say that repealing Costa Hawkins 

and thereby placing controls on vacancies would 

discourage landlords from maintaining and 

repairing their properties.  This would cause 

further ghettoization of California. 

 

The report also predicts that stricter rent control 

rules would encourage discriminatory behavior 

on the part of landlords when selecting tenants. 

 

Stricter rent control regulation nationwide has 

actually resulted in higher rents not lower rents. 

 

What is needed is more housing.  Right now there 

is a 4 million unit shortage in our state.  Rents 

will go down when there is more supply 

(housing) and less demand (tenants looking for 

apartments).  Right now we need to encourage 

construction of more California housing units. 

 

Vote NO on the repeal of Costa-Hawkins. 

 

INDEPENDENCE DAY . By issuing the 

Declaration of Independence, adopted by the 

Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, the 

13 American colonies severed their political 

connections to Great Britain . The Declaration 

summarized the colonists' motivations for seeking 

independence.  Letôs reflect on those motivations 

and not allow ourselves to be subjugated to 

additional restrictive laws slowing our ability to 

provide housing for those in need.  Remember the 

Boston tea party! Happy belated Independence 

Day to all.  

 

 

                                   Continued from page 3 
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Courtesy of the Studio City Sherman Oaks Encino News. 

Summer is in full swing in Sherman Oaks, and as you try to 

beat the heat and get in that summer mood, my team is 

continuing the important work to serve our neighborhoods, 

improve quality of life, and tackle the big issues. 

 

         I am proud to announce that we have finished 

a months-long power wash of Ventura Boulevard. Clean Streets 

has been one of my core initiatives to supporting a strong 

quality of life in Council District Four, and such a central 

thoroughfare as Ventura Boulevard deserves some extra love 

and care. Whether you are a neighbor or a small business, clean 

streets are important to keeping a beautiful neighborhood. Our 

nighttime powerwashing has made Ventura Boulevard cleaner 

and this central hub of Sherman Oaks a little brighter. As well 

as power washing, the Los Angeles Conservation Corps is 

doing weed abatement in the tree wells alongside Ventura Blvd 

throughout the summer. As a former volunteer with the 

Conservation Corps when I was a young Angeleno, I am so 

grateful to this team for helping keep Ventura beautiful. 

 

         Demolitions can be dangerous, extensive, and 

impact neighbors and pedestrians - that's why the City has a 

permit and oversight process for any kind of demolition. For 

many years, however, folks have been demolishing structures 

down to their foundation - all under a remodel permit. This has 

allowed for impactful and extensive demolishing projects 

without the proper safety or notice to the neighborhood. This 

week, we tackled demolition with a motion I co-introduced that 

asks the Department of Building and Safety to clearly define 

"remodel" and "demolition" so we can provide better oversight 

on major building and safety projects, and amend the law as 

needed to keep neighborhoods safe. 

  

         I am very pleased to have joined the Sherman 

Oaks Neighborhood Council panel on homelessness recently, 

and have worked together to tackle the crisis of homelessness in 

our community. As I continue to find suitable locations for 

homeless housing throughout the district, and work on housing 

projects like the womenôs bridge housing project and affordable 

senior housing in Hollywood, I am encouraged to see our 

community get involved. The crisis of homelessness is bigger 

than any one of us, and it takes all of us, having productive 

conversations and seeking solutions, to make a real positive 

impact. 

 

 News from CD4 by 

David Ryu 
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 They say itõs your Birthday 
                    July                          August 

 

 

 

  

. 

  

M-F 10:00 AM ï 4:00 PM 

 Sat 10:00 AM ï 2:00 PM 

Please respect our office hours as well as the 

managerôs quality time off. If  you have an 

issue or concern during normal business 

hours our management team is here to assist 

you. If   your needs are after business hours 

please contact the duty manager. 

     

Immediate life threatening police, fire or 

medical emergency: 9-1-1 

 

Parking enforcement (blocked driveway, 

parking violation, locate impounded 

vehicles): 213-485-4184 

Police non-emergency: 877-ASK-

LAPD (877-275-5273) 

Sanitation (missed trash pick-up, broken 

container): 800-773-2489 

Traffic control (signal light out): 213-485-

4184 

Dept. of Water & Power: 800-342-5397 

Other City issues: 3-1-1 

Important Numbers to Have 

 

     

3 ï Kae Butterfield 

6 ï John Bewley 

7 ï Earl Jacob 

10 ï Janice Gershon 

12 ï Lisa Pelikan 

12 ï Stan Rivera 

14 ï Tom Sanders 

17 ï Ann Thyne 

 

 

6 ï Kerry Miner 

6 ï Samantha Neuah 

7 ï Susan Davidson 

8 ï Betsy Leemon 

11 ï Aleksey Morozov 

13 ï Judy Baity 

17 ï Terry Magnatta 

18 ï Michael Preminger 

24 ï Marissa Gacilos 

25 ï Thelma Saari 

26 ï Richard Famiglietti 

 

  

Beautiful Homes on Weddington Street 
 

This spacious 2 bed 2 bath plus open den and small pool 

home is ensconced in an extremely quiet and safe 

neighborhood located in Sherman Oaks. There is an 

Elementary School, Middle School and High School all 

within a stoneôs throw from your new home.  Ralphôs 

Fresh Fare, Fashion Square Mall, Trader Joeôs,  Sherman 

Oaks War Memorial Park are right around the corner. 

Adjacent to the park there is an Olympic size swimming 

pool open to the public. Restaurantôs, and bars are just up 

the street on Ventura Blvd.  Also all the amenities at 

Horace Heidt Estates are available to you. Listed are: Four 

Swimming Pools, a Par Three Golf Course, Tennis Court, 

Health Club, Sauna, Steam Room and Jacuzzi. There is 

Banquet Room, (where all our tenant parties take place). 

We also have a Breakfast Club (where tenants gather to 

share a cup of coffee and a bagel in the morning). 

Freeways are close by and easily accessible from this 

Sherman Oaks neighborhood. The 101, 405, 170, 118 and 

5 are the cityôs major thoroughfares and a direct conduit to 

downtown, the Westside and the beach cities. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

  

  

  

 
  

  

 

  

  

  
  

          
  

  

  

 

 

  
 

  

  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Radical plan to split California into three 

states earns spot on November ballot 

 
Californiaôs 168-year run as a single entity, hugging the 

continentôs edge for hundreds of miles and sprawling east 

across mountains and desert, could come to an end next 

year ð as a controversial plan to split the Golden State 

into three new jurisdictions will  be qualified on Tuesday 

for the Nov. 6 ballot. 

If  a majority of voters who cast ballots agree, a long and 

contentious process would begin for three separate states 

to take the place of California, with one primarily 

centered around Los Angeles and the other two divvying 

up the counties to the north and south. Completion of the 

radical plan ð far from certain, given its many hurdles at 

judicial, state and federal levels ð would make history. 

It would be the first division of an existing U.S. state 

since the creation of West Virginia in 1863. ñThree states 

will  get us better infrastructure, better education and 

lower taxes,ò Tim Draper, the Silicon Valley venture 

capitalist who sponsored the ballot measure, said in an 

email to The Times last summer when he formally 

submitted the proposal. ñStates will  be more accountable 

to us and can cooperate and compete for citizens.ò In the 

initiativeôs introductory passage, Draper argues that ñvast 

parts of California are poorly served by a representative 

government dominated by a large number of elected 

representatives from a small part of our state, both 

geographically and economically.ò The proposal aims to 

invoke Article IV, Section 3 of the U.S. Constitution, the 

provision guiding how an existing state can be divided 

into new states. Draperôs plan calls for three new entities 

ð Northern California, California and Southern 

California ð which would roughly divide the population 

of the existing state into thirds. Northern California would 

consist of 40 counties stretching from Oregon south to 

Santa Cruz County, then east to Merced and Mariposa 

counties.  

 

Southern California would begin with Madera County in 

the Central Valley and then wind its way along the 

existing stateôs eastern and southern spine, comprising 12 

counties and ultimately curving up the Pacific coast to 

grab San Diego and Orange counties. 

 

2018-19 Budget Protects & Expands the Middle Class Funds 

Critical San Fernando Valley Projects California has passed a 

new budget for the 2018-19 fiscal year, which protects and 

expands the middle classðmaking fiscally responsible 

investments in education, infrastructure, healthcare, and social 

services programs. The $201.4-billion budget also adds to 

Californiaôs rainy-day reserve fund, projected to stand at $13.8 

billion. This budget is a win for middle class families in 

California and the San Fernando Valley. We are extending the 

Film & Television Tax Credit Program, repairing our freeways 

and local roads, investing in education, and providing critical 

funding for some excellent local programs. Highlights of the 

budget include: Film & Television Tax Credit Program 

extended to 2025 which has generated an additional $1.4 

billion in wages for below-the-line crews and a sustained 12% 

increase in hours worked. $500 Million for the Homelessness 

Crisis to help large cities and counties with homelessness 

prevention efforts, including funding emergency shelters. $4.6 

Billion for Freeway and Road Repair Projects. The funding 

will repair neighborhood roads, state highways and bridges, 

fill potholes, ease congestion in busy trade and commute 

corridors and improve and modernize passenger rail and 

public transit. $1 billion has already been allocated to LA 

Metro for several projects, including the creation of the East 

San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor. Increased School 

Funding. The budget increases funding by more than $4,600 

per student over 2011-12 levels and directs $78.4 billion in 

funding to K-14 schools ï a 66 percent increase in annual 

funding from seven years ago. Additionally, the state will fully 

implement the Local Control Funding Formula, correcting 

historical inequities in school district funding. $609 Million 

increase for Colleges and Universities University of California 

and Cal State University systems will not raise tuition this 

year. $800,000 to the Los Angeles Valley College Family 

Resource Center. This one time funding comes from 

Proposition 98 to go to the Los Angeles Community College 

District. LA Valley College Family Resource center has led 

the effort to support student parents in higher education, as 

well as other vulnerable populations including food and 

housing insecure students and workforce participants going 

through short-term training. $150,000 to revitalize the Studio 

City River Greenway improving bike and pedestrian access 

points, restore native plants, and enhance public health and 

safety. Adrin Nazarian represents the 46th Assembly District, 

serving the San Fernando Valley communities of Hollywood 

Hills, Lake Balboa, North Hills, North Hollywood, Panorama 

City, Sherman Oaks, Studio City, Toluca Lake, Valley Glen, 

Universal City, Van Nuys, and Valley Village. 

  

From the desk of  Assembly Member Adrian Nazarian 

Courtesy of the Studio City Sherman Oaks Encino News. 

 


